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It’s funny, isn’t it, how we hierarchize wine. It’s almost reminiscent of the Indian
caste system, in which the highest caste was the priests, then the warriors, followed by
merchants and then, at the bottom, the untouchables.

Maybe the British social structure is more apt, with royalty at the top (themselves intensely
hierarchized), then gentry of various orders, followed by an elite class of merchants and,
finally, the poor. America is supposed to be a classless society, but it isn’t, as even a brief
exposure to the Napa auction proved.

I suppose there’s something in human nature that likes to classify things, including where
people are on the social scale. We do the same thing with wine. The First Growths and
Grand Crus of France are wine’s Brahmins and Kings and Queens. Here in California, their
equivalents are the you-know-whos of Napa Valley that go for high triple digits.

What I wonder is, we all know that pigeon-holing human beings into a caste system is
wrong. All men are created equal and all that; all are the children of God, and each person
should be appreciated for what he or she is–or so our liberal philosophy says. Regardless
of whether  or not we actually believe that, it’s patently obvious that we’re comfortable
putting wine into castes. If you’re familiar with San Francisco’s neighborhoods, we might
say there are Pacific Heights mansion wines, North Beach artisanal wines, Mission District
working class wines, and finally there are ghetto wines nobody would ever be caught dead
drinking or serving, unless they were poor and couldn’t afford any better.

I’ve always been of the opinion that all wines should be treated equally, which is to say,
with respect. That comes from the way I was raised, in a household where my parents
idolized FDR. They were far from wealthy and had to watch their expenses, so I grew up
understanding the concept of value.

Today, I love value in a wine. I give credit to the Broncos and Wine Groups of California,
companies that make wine affordable for the masses. Sure, you can call those wines
peasant wines, the equivalents of the untouchables, the dreaded lower classes whom
British royalty were so snobbish toward. I know people who would refuse to drink these
wines; they’d rather drink nothing than to sully their palates.

But that’s a wrong-headed attitude. If I were a billionaire I’m sure I’d drink my share of
old Burgundy, but I’m not. One of these days I’ll be cruising the supermarket wine aisle
again, like I used to, looking for affordable wines. Here are some of the best value brands
I’ve reviewed this year–some old names, some new names, all worth a round.
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Geyser Peak
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